
Report on the Bluebell Railway 9F Club 

Another season is over for the 9F club, and we are currently making preparations for the Santa 
season. As many of you will be aware the 9F club provide Santa with his Elf assistants. Despite the 
long days, often returning to Sheffield Park after dark the boys and girls relish their roles.  

We are very grateful to them for the effort they put in. It is also encouraging that some of the older 
boys have joined Keith Rigg’s merry band of helpers serving drinks and refreshments to our 
passengers. Their strength and youthfulness is very valuable 

One of our new members in 2019 has written the following to describe to Members his experiences 
of his first year as a 9F member; 

Hello, I am John Hatherill (9F Club Member).  I am 9 ½ years old.  I’ve been a member of the 9F 
Club since I left the Stepney Club and I love it. 

I’ve decided to write a series of articles about the 9F Club and what we get up to on the Bluebell 
Railway. 

On 8th September 2018 there was a 9F Club meeting, where I volunteered to do station duties. 
Usually I chose to work in the yard somewhere so I was dressed in my smart clothes, just like 
a guard, for a change! 

Have you ever dreamed of punching train tickets? Well, that’s what I did! 

I discovered you have to punch the tickets in a certain place – on the destination side of the 
ticket. (Pullman tickets don’t get punched). 

Another station job is counting the number of people going into the museum at Sheffield Park 
Station.  Instead of a puncher this time, I used a hand-clicker which hangs around your neck.  
After I counted 20 people, I had more jobs to look forward do. 

Hmmm….I think it’s time for lunch!  The 9F Club members can bring their own packed lunch, 
but……most of us buy chips at Horsted Keynes Station. Yummy! 

Here is the highlight of the day - blowing the guard’s whistle. You don’t go “peep peep”……… 
1 loud blast gets people’s attention!  Then I had to face the guard, give 2 loud short blasts of 
the whistle which means the train is ready.  The guard then signals to the train driver to depart. 
Once the rear of the train has passed the home signal, only the guard can stop the train from 
now on.  But, if there is a problem whilst the train is departing (eg: if a door is open), I would 
blow 3 loud, short blasts on the whistle to indicate the train must stop.  Two of today’s trains 
had wedding parties! 

It’s October now, where did September go?.....the penultimate 9F Club meeting of 2018.  No 
smart dressing up today – I’m in my 9F Club overalls for some dirty jobs.  I chose the steam 
crane (at Horsted Keynes).  I was painting it grey and black.  There were about 5 adults and 6 
other 9F Club children helping.  Sometimes we get paint on our overalls and boots……but that 
doesn’t matter-that’s why we dress in those clothes. (Dad’s note…… some of the paint I believe 
even makes it onto the crane). 



Some of us went on the footplate to try and get the crane to work.  But the most amusing part 
of the day was someone’s borrowed boot fell under the crane, near a fox’s skull and jaw bone. 
We managed to get it back, thankfully.  After that it was lunch time----you’ve guessed it…..I 
bought chips again and later on, I managed to get some bargain buys from the carriage shop 
too. 

Some of the other club members were interested in what I bought and then all of us sat down 
on the crane and waited for the train. PEEP PEEP – there’s our train over on Platform 4.  Off 
we go in the carriage back to Sheffield Park Station to sign out and go home! 

Where has the year gone?  It is November already, and the last 9F Club meeting this year, until 
March 2019.  Today my story is about ….…. the oil shed at Sheffield Park Station (very smelly!). 
The other options I could have chosen today were loco cleaning or yard work. (There were no 
trains running at Sheffield Park today). The oil shed is in the yard. It had not been cleaned for 
years.  We had to clean the floor (harder than it sounds!). Two of the 9F Club members were 
helping me, then two more came, so eventually there were 5 of us altogether cleaning out the 
oil shed. One of us had the good idea of building a path at the top of the ash pile. Then all of 
us started to dump the gunk from the shed onto the ash pile and when this was done we put 
everything back in the shed. Next we went to sign out and go home. (Dad’s note…. One lesson 
learnt today was that if you start cleaning at the top rather than the bottom you don’t end up 
cleaning everything twice). 

A big thank you to the organisers of the 9F Club for all the activities this year. 

John, thank you for your contribution which I hope will become a regular feature! Any younger 
members of the BRPS or Stepney club members that are interested in joining us next year (you will 
need to be 9 years old to join)—it is great fun—please look us up on the Bluebell Railway website 
where joining details and an application form can be found.  

It is very encouraging that yet again in 2019 a number of our members having reached 16 years old 
have entered into various departments of the Railway as volunteers in their own right. I would also 
like to thank a number of them who also come along to 9F meetings and act as young helpers to 
assist in the supervision and education of the younger members and hope they will return in 2019 

By Martin N. Widdowson, 9F Secretary 


